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Give me your problems and pain and all your 

pressures.  Be free of the violence in your 

home country,  Here, you’ll have a home.   

 
By Evelin Perez, Laura London and Delany Calderon 

 
Give me your problems, your bundled up feelings 

and desires waiting to break for freedom.  Bring the 

horrors of your homeland.  Bring the poor, 

homeless, jobless to me, and I will bring them to 

freedom.  I will open new doors to you for a better 

life. 

 
By Michelle Miranda and Johani Joseph 

 

Give her your stress, your poor.  Have a free life and come to 

America.  Don’t be judged. 

 

Christian Junnes 

Mrs. Barbagelata’s students interpreted the last 
stanza of poem by Emma Lazarus on the Statue of 
Liberty. 
 
“Give me your tired, your poor, Your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe free, The wretched 
refuse of your teeming shore. Send these, the 
homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp 
beside the golden door!” 

Mrs. Barbagelata’s 
students created a 
suitcase of what’s 
important to them, 
based on the novel, 
Bud, Not Buddy. 
 
To the right, Delany 
Calderon.  Below 
Delany, Evelin Perez.  
Below this box, Jillian 
Guarino. 



Mrs. Adam’s class worked on anti-bullying posters 



Mrs. Major’s class investigated the State, and its renewable resources. 



Mrs. Dello Russo’s class used a Thinking Map to compare and contrast plant 
and animal cells. 



Johani Joseph from Mrs. Barbagelata’s class, researched and wrote the following expository 
essay/letter as part of a combined project in reading, writing and social studies. 

 In high school, there are many, many students who succeed and flourish.  But along with everyone 
who graduates, there are plenty who drop out.  That’s a bad idea.  Dropping out is basically throwing away a 
life of wealth and better health benefits.  It’s giving up.  Students who drop out are usually pressured with 
immense stress, have to help their families and have no time for school, or they think it’s just plain boring. 
 
 First off, the drop out rates are bad as it is.  About 3,000,000 kids drop out per year!  That’s26 drop 
out students every 10 or 5 seconds!  That’s a lot of kids.  Also, more than 20 percent of people who drop out of 
school are foreign-born.  Another fact about dropping out is that 16-24 year old boys tend to be more likely to 
drop out.  Sadly, only 7 out of 10 freshman graduate from high school.   
 
 Dropping out is a bad idea because dropping out of school is not allowed for 90 percent of jobs, so 
drop outs are only able to get 10 percent of the jobs in America.  Another thing you should know is high school 
graduates make an overage of $8,000 more dollars a year than drop outs.   
 
 In addition, graduating from high school gives you a great amount of self esteem.  Dropping out 
gives you a sad, empty hole you won’t be able to fill.  Finally, dropping out actually affects your health.  You 
don’t have a lot of money to pay for health care when you are a drop out. 
 
 There are ways to stop yourself from dropping out.  First, you can ask your parents to get involved 
and help you with schoolwork.  Another way is to really see into the importance of education.  Most students 
don’t understand how important education is in your life, but if you really look at it, you’re going to feel more 
encouraged.   
 
 Hopefully, with all the advice, facts, and evidence on dropping out, you will take a second look at 
your options, turn your back on the door and stay in school. 


